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that he did not write the name on the postal order? that he did
not take it and that he did not cash it, and that consequently he
was innocent of the charge which had been brought against him.
He added that he made the statement without any reservation of
any description, intending it as a complete acceptance of the boy's
statement.

Thus, largely through Carson's tireless efforts, Archer-Shee
was fully rehabilitated. But both during and for some time after
the case there was much criticism, both in the House of Commons
and in the Press, of the course taken in its earlier stages on behalf
of the Crown, based upon the contention that, if in the end the
Admiralty was going to withdraw all charges, it might more
graciously have done so at the outset instead of insisting upon its
legal right to stifle investigation of the facts. Sir Rufus had
admittedly had a very difficult decision to make, and no one who
knew him could have thought that he had reached it light-heartedly
or from any motive save the strictest sense of duty.

Even if his first important appearance in his new capacity in
the courts proved inauspicious, in the House of Commons he
steadily improved his position. Occupancy of the Front Bench
gave him increased assurance, and his first speech as a Minister,
delivered toward the end of March on the constitutional relations
between the two Houses in regard to finance, was an authoritative
and valuable contribution to the debate.

As a member of the Government and a widely known per-
sonality, he was soon in great demand for political meetings all
over the country. But the responsibilities of office seriously
hampered him on a platform. The spontaneity and zest which
had made him effective as a private member were replaced by
close adherence to carefully prepared notes, with the inevitable
result that the personal contact which he had previously been
able by his own vitality to establish with his audience was to a
large extent lost. Whereas he had formerly been eloquent in his
own style, he was now at times almost hesitating $ whereas he had
been vigorous, he was now almost laboured. Even his voice lost
something of its characteristic and compelling ring and became
measured and grave. He was himself fully conscious of this
deterioration, but felt that in his new position he could no longer
leave the actual language of his speeches to the inspiration of the
moment lest he might be led unawares into saying something
embarrassing to his colleagues. But he chafed under this self-
imposed restriction and no longer enjoyed addressing a meeting
as he had in his free-lance days.

There was no lack of miscellaneous tasks for the Law Officers,